Sidney Calver
and Daisy Purse

Whilst many of the
stories associated with
the men who went to
war
are
harrowing,
occasionally, there is a

glimpse of something brighter. Sidney Calver was born in
Costessey in Norfolk in 1891. His father was a publican, and in
1901 he ran the White Hart Inn in Swaffham, which is still open
today. By 1911, Sidney was working at Tansor Court as a
footman, and it seems that there he met his future wife, Daisy
Purse, who was also from Norfolk and worked for the Mills
family as a kitchen maid. The census enumerator recorded
Sidney’s name incorrectly as Carter, but it is undoubtedly the
same man. Nothing is known of Sidney’s war record, other than
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that he enlisted with the
Northants Yeomanry, and that
he survived the war. It seems
that in 1917 he returned to
marry Daisy in Cley-next-theSea in Norfolk. After the war,
the couple returned to Norfolk,
where they were still in
service, working at Hilborough
Hall, the former home of the
Duke of Wellington. Sidney
died in Norfolk in 1975.
1911 Census for Tansor Court

Francis Preston (known as Harold) was born in Tansor in c. 1877,
and grew up at the Black Horse on Main Street. His father Josiah
was both the publican, and also worked as a farmer. Harold
attended school in the village until 1891. At the age of
twenty-two, the census records his occupation as a journeyman carpenter. In 1901, he married Mary
Jane Samworth, who in 1901 lived with her family in Longthorpe Tower, near Peterborough. The
newlyweds set up home in Tansor, and soon after their marriage, a daughter – Katherine Mary – was
born. Harold did not enlist for the war, and after conscription was
introduced he applied for exemption on medical grounds. His first
hearing, in October 1916 was adjourned pending a medical
report. Once this was received, he was granted a temporary
exemption until January 1917. At this time, he reapplied and was
given a final temporary exemption until 14th February 1917. He
enlisted soon afterwards, and was assigned to the Royal Fusiliers,
City of London Regiment, where he served in England at one of
the home depots – perhaps he was still undergoing training, or
this might have been because of his delicate health. Francis
Harold Preston died in Bury St Edmunds hospital on 17th April
1917 of pneumonia. His death was reported in the Northampton
Daily Echo on 21st April (below), and he is buried in Tansor
churchyard. He is the only Tansor soldier to have his name
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engraved on both the Tansor and the Oundle war memorials.
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