Tansor and the Great War,
1914 - 1918
In 1911, three years before war was declared on Tuesday 4th August 1914, there were
49 households in Tansor, with a combined population of 219. Although there are only
six men listed on the war memorial, the Muster Roll records that 45 Tansor men
enlisted and fought between 1914-1918. This means that twenty per cent of Tansor’s
population went to fight, with men signing up from one in every two households,
which gives some idea of the impact that this must have had on the village. Of these
brave men, seven did not survive the conflict.
The oldest Tansor veteran was
John Layton Mills of Tansor
Court, who was fifty when war
was declared, whilst the
youngest was John William
Wilford, who was just fifteen.
The legal age for signing up
was nineteen, and so it seems
likely that John Wilford went
to war towards the end of the
conflict, or was one of
approximately a quarter of a
million underage servicemen.
The men’s backgrounds were
varied. Many were farm
labourers, or worked with
farm livestock, but there was
also a butcher, a baker, two
bricklayers, a stonemason and
a wheelwright. Two of the
men worked on the nearby
railway. John Layton Mills was
a barrister, later becoming
Justice of the Peace for
Huntingdonshire.

The Northampton Daily Echo reports that
war is declared in its August 5th edition

Three men were Mills’ servants at
Tansor Court – George Crisp, Sidney
Calver and William Gubbins.
At least twenty of the men were
born in Tansor, whilst others came
from further afield, like Herbert
Tumman, who was born in north
Lincolnshire, but had family links to
Tansor and lived here from the age
of four.

The Pollard family arrived in Tansor from
Portsmouth around 1893, when Henry, the
head of the household became the local
baker. Seven of Henry’s nine children were
born in Tansor and went to the village school, now the village hall. In 1939, Henry was living
in Elm House. The Baldwin family lived at the Post Office, and despite three of the Baldwin
brothers emigrating to Canada before the outbreak of war, two of the brothers returned to
Europe with the Canadian army. Of those who returned home from the war, at least 22 men
returned to Tansor to
live. There are still
descendants of the
Tansor war heroes living
locally. William Ernest
Rowlett was James
Rowlett’s Great Uncle,
and the two Edwards
brothers were John
Hudson’s uncles. Until
recently, there were still
Prestons living in the
village. And Sam Beach’s
daughter Margaret still
lives in Oundle.

