
Tansorand the Great War, 
1914 - 1918

In 1911, three yearsbefore war wasdeclaredon Tuesday4th August1914, there were
49 householdsin Tansor,with a combinedpopulationof 219. Althoughthere are only
six men listed on the war memorial, the Muster Roll records that 45 Tansormen
enlistedand fought between1914-1918. Thismeansthat twenty per cent of ¢ŀƴǎƻǊΩǎ
population went to fight, with men signingup from one in every two households,
which givessomeidea of the impact that this must havehad on the village. Of these
bravemen,sevendid not survivethe conflict.

Theoldest Tansorveteranwas
John Layton Mills of Tansor
Court,who wasfifty whenwar
was declared, whilst the
youngest was John William
Wilford, who was just fifteen.
The legal age for signing up
wasnineteen,and so it seems
likely that John Wilford went
to war towards the end of the
conflict, or was one of
approximatelya quarter of a
million underageservicemen.

TheƳŜƴΩǎbackgroundswere
varied. Many were farm
labourers, or worked with
farm livestock,but there was
also a butcher, a baker, two
bricklayers,a stonemasonand
a wheelwright. Two of the
men worked on the nearby
railway. JohnLaytonMills was
a barrister, later becoming
Justice of the Peace for
Huntingdonshire.

Three men were aƛƭƭǎΩservantsat
TansorCourtςGeorgeCrisp,Sidney
CalverandWilliamGubbins.

The Pollard family arrived in Tansorfrom
Portsmoutharound1893, whenHenry,the
head of the householdbecamethe local
baker. SevenofIŜƴǊȅΩǎninechildrenwere

The Northampton Daily Echo reports that 
war is declared in its August 5th edition 

born in Tansorandwent to the villageschool, now the villagehall. In 1939, Henrywasliving
in ElmHouse. TheBaldwinfamily lived at the PostOffice,and despitethree of the Baldwin
brothers emigratingto Canadabefore the outbreakof war, two of the brothers returned to
Europewith the Canadianarmy. Of thosewho returnedhomefrom the war,at least22men

returned to Tansor to
live. There are still
descendants of the
Tansorwar heroesliving
locally. William Ernest
Rowlett was James
wƻǿƭŜǘǘΩǎGreat Uncle,
and the two Edwards
brothers were John
IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎuncles. Until
recently,there were still
Prestons living in the
village. AndSam.ŜŀŎƘΩǎ
daughter Margaret still
livesin Oundle.

At least twenty of the men were
born in Tansor,whilst others came
from further afield, like Herbert
Tumman, who was born in north
Lincolnshire,but had family links to
Tansorand lived here from the age
of four.


