The Baldwins with the Canadian
Army Service Corps in France
It seems likely that both the Baldwin brothers
spent time in the Rouelles Camp upon arrival in
France. Le Havre was a primary base for allied
troops, and camps were set up in surrounding
settlements to house the troops. In October
1915, Frank was assigned to the Canadian
Corps Troops Supply Column, at that time
stationed in Bailleul (1.) on the Belgian border.
Frank Baldwin

It seems that the adjustment to military life
was difficult for both men. Whilst in Kent,
George was docked ten days’ pay and
sentenced to ten days’ ‘Field Punishment No.
2’ for two incidents in which it was deemed
that his conduct was ‘to the prejudice of
military discipline’. Over in France, in
November his brother Frank was sent to the
detention camp at Harfleur (2.) for a fortnight,
for disobeying orders. He received twenty days’
‘Field Punishment No. 1’. This was an
uncomfortable punishment in which men were
restrained by handcuffs or similar, and then
shackled to a fixed object, usually a post or a
gun wheel for up to two hours each day (right).

Following his release from Harfleur, Frank
returned to the Rouelles camp. He had been
due to join the 2nd Canadian Army Auxiliary
Map of the British Camps in the vicinity of Le Havre,
Horse Transport Company, but his transfer
showing the position of Rouelles to the north-west
of Harfleur
seems to have been cancelled, probably due
to his conduct. He seems to have spent
several months in a reserve pool, before
being transferred back into the Troops
Supply Column in May 1916. Between May –
September that year, the column moved four
times. From Steenvorde (4.) near Ypres to
Watten (5.) near St. Omer; and then onto
Coulonvillers (6.) between Arras and
Abbeville; then to nearby Canaples (7.) and
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finally to Vadencourt (8.). With its fleet of
8.9.17
lorries, the Supply Column performed a range of
“Sentenced to 3 days Field
duties. These included carrying ammunition to the
Punishment No. 1 for when
front line and moving military personnel in addition to
on active service, absent
the loading and transporting of supplies.
without leave from 1.30 p.m.
parade, 4.9.17”
George Baldwin (left)

Whilst Frank was in detention, George had
been sent straight to the field, working within
the Canadian Transport Division, in the 1st
Canadian Army Auxiliary Horse Transport
Company in November 1915, stationed at
Leulinghem near St. Omer (3.). Duties mainly
consisted of exercising the horses and
transporting goods from the railheads to the
quartermasters. In particular, Horse Transport
detail included the delivery of rations for both
troops and livestock behind the battle fronts.
George is mentioned in the war diary for 13th
July 1917, when a week’s leave was authorized
whilst he was
25.12.15
stationed
in
“… issues of Christmas
Arques, St. Omer.
gifts made to all ranks
Whilst he was
this morning. Day spent
away,
it
was
easy … each section vied
with the others in having
reported that the
well decorated mess
camp was heavily
rooms and good cheer …
shelled on 19th
day passed very
July ‘stampeding
pleasantly for all.”
some horses’.

15.7.16
“… returned to park at 2
p.m. having been given a
half holiday. Held
afternoon Sports for
Column, lasting from
2.30 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
including Baseball.
General Farmer and
many others came to see
the game.”
Extract from the Troops Supply Column war diary, 9-21 July 1916
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