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Extract from the Auxiliary Horse Transport Company war diary, 9-13 July, 1917
detailing George Baldwin’s leave on 13th July

In November 1917, Frank was awarded the Ford
Conduct Badge. At that time, the Troops Supply
Column command was stationed in Poperinge, in
Flanders (10.), and the column numbered just over
39,000 men, almost 4,000 horses and 438 lorries. It is
clear from the war diaries that the column was
supplying rations to the front line at Ypres. Whilst the
men were not directly in the line of fire every day, the
diaries record the dangers they were exposed to as
they went about their work. After men were killed that
month, the column was pulled back to Villers-au-Bois
(11.) just outside Arras.
In late September 1917, George
was reposted to the 1st Canadian
Divisional Train. The extract from
the divisional war diary indicates
that he was stationed at Barlin (9.)
close to Arras, Lens and Vimy. Like
his brother, George would also
have been supplying front line
troops. In January 1918, he was
with No. 2 Company, when they
were moved away from the front,
to the channel coast at
Braquemont, between Boulogne
and Le Havre (12.). By April, the
Company had relocated to
Carency, outside Arras, where they
suffered heavy enemy shelling,
which resulted in several men and
horses being killed, and prevented
the delivery of supplies (right).
In April 1918 the Troops Supply
Column was amalgamated with
the Canadian Corps Ammunition
Park to form the Canadian Corps
Mechanical Transport Division.
Frank’s war records show that he
was transferred to this division at
its formation in Verdrel, near
Barlin (9.). The extract from the
war diary for April 1918 shows the
incredible quantity of rations that
were being issued every day
(above, right).
Fortunately, neither man
sustained any injury in the course
of their deployment in France and
Flanders. In March 1919, after the
end of the war, George contracted
influenza and was admitted to
Wimereux field hospital (above,
right).

11 - 13.11.17
“… A number of bombs
have been dropped near
Refilling Point … Enemy
shells dropped in and
around our new Refilling
Point at Vlamertinghe
this morning, causing
considerable damage
and killing Pte Sigurdson
and wounding Pte
Harris.”
Extract from T.S.C. war diary

Interior of Field Hospital at Wimereux, France

Extract from the 1st Canadian Divisional Train War Diary, 9th-10th April 1918

Extract from the Canadian Corps Mechanical Transport Division War Diary, 14th -30th April 1918

Extract from the 1st Canadian Divisional Train War Diary, Armistice Day, 1918

George was invalided sick
back to England in March
1919, and moved from
Wimereux,
just
outside
Boulogne, to Orpington in
Kent, from where he was
discharged in mid-April.
George’s
demobilization
papers show that he
intended to return to Tansor
after the war, and the
electoral register for 1920
shows him living with his
parents, Thomas and Annie.
He died locally in 1975.
Frank, on the other hand,
returned to Canada after he
was demobilized in May
1919. His papers show that
he sailed from Liverpool on
7th June 1919 on the SS Royal
George, by a strange
coincidence the same ship
that he had emigrated to
Canada aboard five years
earlier. The Royal George had
been taken over by the
Canadian military at the start
of the war. He settled in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, where
he married and had a family.
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