Herbert Tumman was born in Scawby, in Lincolnshire on 1st December
1890. His mother Mary was single and in 1891, the family lived with
Herbert’s grandfather, Frederick, who was a miller. Frederick seems to have
moved to Tansor with his younger children and his grandson, and Herbert
attended Tansor village school from December 1894. In 1896, the family
moved to Cotterstock, where Herbert continued his education, leaving in
1900, having left the parish. The 1901 census shows Frederick Tumman
living in Mill Cottage. Nothing more is known of Herbert until he signed up
for the Royal Navy at the age of 17. The 1911 census records him living at
the Chatham Barracks.
Herbert began his naval
career on the training ship
HMS Ganges II, based at
Chatham in Kent (right).
Following his training, he
served on a number of ships
(far right). These included
HMS Hibernia, which in
1912 became the first
moving vessel to launch an
aircraft in May that year. When Britain joined the war, Herbert was assigned
to an armed troopship in the Royal Indian Marine fleet, R.I.M. Dufferin,
operating in the East Indies, in Egyptian waters (below). In February 1915,
she was part of the fleet that repulsed the Turkish attack on the Suez Canal,
which was widely reported in the British Press.
In November
1916 Herbert
joined H.M.S.
Strongbow,
which
was
detached to
Lerwick in the
Shetland
Islands, sailing
R.I.M. Dufferin
between
Scotland and Scandinavia escorting non-military craft. The ship was a
destroyer, with capacity for 82 crew. On 16th October 1917, in what must
have been a fairly routine operation, Strongbow joined a convoy
escorting two British,
one Belgian and nine
neutral
Scandinavian
craft
sailing
from
Lerwick to Bergen. In
the early hours of the
17th October at 0605,
the crew saw two
cruisers
approaching,
and believing them to
be British, they were
H.M.S. Strongbow
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Ship

Service

Ship

Service

Ganges II

12 – 28 Aug 1908

Pembroke I

14 May – 16 Jun 1912

Minotaur

29 Aug – 5 Dec 1908

Hermione

19 Jun – 11 Jul 1912

Vindictive

6 Dec 1908 – 22 Jan 1909

Shannon

12 Jul 1912 – 5 Aug 1914

Bedford

23 Jan – 29 Oct 1909

Dufferin

6 Aug 1914 – 28 Apr 1916

Pembroke I

30 Oct 1908 – 1 May 1911

Pembroke

29 Apr – 2 Nov 1916

Foresight

2 May – 2 Nov 1911

Strongbow

3 Nov 1916 – 17 Oct 1917

Hibernia

22 Jan – 13 May 1912

signalled, with no response. The vessels were
in fact German mine-laying cruisers – Bremse and
Brummer - and were approaching at speed.
Strongbow turned to intercept them. The German
vessels had in fact been despatched to target the
convoy, and were selected because they
resembled British cruisers. Admiralty Operations did not believe these craft to be a threat, and so no information
was relayed to the British warships. The German ships fired from 3,000 yards, their second salvo destroying
Strongbow’s wireless room and leaving the crew unable to issue an SOS call. The Germans then turned their fire
on the neutral merchant ships, sinking all nine. H.M.S Mary Rose, at the head of the convoy, returned and
engaged with the German cruisers, but was quickly disabled, following which the Germans continued to fire,
killing all but eight of the crew. One of the armed escort trawlers, the Elise, returned to pick up survivors from the
Strongbow, which sank beneath the waves at 0930. Forty-six of the Strongbow’s crew were lost, including
Leading Seaman Herbert Tumman. The British Admiralty was heavily criticised for perceived inadequacies in
failing to alert the convoy to the approaching vessels. They had simply not believed that German mine-laying
cruisers would attack British destroyers and neutral craft. The official German post-war account of the incident
praised the bravery of the crews of the Strongbow and the Mary Rose, suggesting ‘the heroic fight put up by the
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two British destroyers had been in the highest British tradition’. Herbert Tumman is remembered on the Chatham Naval Memorial (left),
and on our own Tansor war memorial. He was survived by his wife, Edith, in East Grinstead in Sussex.

